Trip to Daguan
Dear Auguste,

1. Thank you bringing me along to see the completion and the handing over of your new primary school at Daguan, Yunnan.  I understand that you and your company have contributed certain amount of money in the capital costs of this building, via an NGO in Hong Kong.
2. I believe I have accomplished what I wanted from this mission, i.e. to see at the first hand what a “hope school” is all about.  It was worth that we spent about 2.5 hours driving from Jiatung Town to the school situated on top of a mountain.  We were locked into about 30 minutes rough driving on the sandy and rocky little path.  We escaped which could be fatal of a tire blown off, because the left rear tire was punctured with a little hole when we were down hill on our return trip.
3. It was a shocking and an emotional time, for me, when we stepped into the village, 300 students lined up at both sides of the path, about 300 meters long, clapping hand and shouting the welcoming slogans to welcome your presence.  I observed the sweats rolling down from the students little faces.  They must have been standing under the burning sun for quite sometime to await for our arrival.  I was deeply moved and I was at my “breaking point”!  But I walking along, behind you all, and I kept telling myself that I must not allow my tears to come down, so I wouldn’t have to fell down for not being able to see the path in front!
4. I do appreciate your goal of not fishing for “honour”, or praises.  You want your good deeds to be done, and to be seen, in a “low key”.  I had overheard that the principal asked you to give the children an audience, or maybe at least you could see the few teachers to give them a “boost”.  The principal was a bit disappointed when you gave the no-go!  I had much sympathy for him too.
5. Thank you for the trip.  Ms Kwok’s arrangements were perfect.  Thank you for choosing BG as a roommate.  His wisdom has provoked my thinking.  Please also convey to your Kunming associate, Little Wu, for his untiring company.  He is a good guy who I want to befriend with.

Cheers,
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